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'The earth has yielded its produce; 

God, our God, blesses us.’ 

Psalm 67:6 
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Letter from the Vicarage    
 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Have you ever noticed that Christmas has a gravitational effect on the 

year?  At the start of the year, especially in January and February, time 

seems to drag and it feels like an uphill slog to get the year properly 

started.  But at this time of year it often feels to me that we are sucked 

towards Christmas like asteroids rushing towards a giant planet.  

Although I write this still in August (just) and the apples are still on the 

trees (just) I know that when September gets underway that the next 

few months are going to pass in a blur and, the next thing you know, we 

shall be singing Carols in the Square!  

Of course, that perception of time passing either quickly or slowly is 

largely to do with busyness, change and routine.  In the depths of post-

Christmas winter Church-life can be quieter than usual (depending upon 

when Easter falls of course), the children are well into their school 

routines and not a great deal of excitement is happening.  However, at 

this time of year, it is all going on.  Children are either changing schools, 

going up a school year or even going away to University (all of which 

brings a lot of change) and in Church we start to move into the seasons 

of Harvest, Remembrance and then, of course, Advent and Christmas, 

each with their different focus and feel.  In addition, at St Mary’s we have 

a full program of events for the Autumn, including our second Scarecrow 

Trail, so please do join in with as much as you can.  St Mary’s is a 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjbs7m17oTZAhVELlAKHbXeC34QjRwIBw&url=http://www.stmaryshadlow.org.uk/about-us/whos-who/&psig=AOvVaw1CIeYpFs6edl1F38R2FqBX&ust=1517579522250178
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wonderfully active community but we all need to work together to keep 

it that way.  If we are going to rush towards Christmas then let’s do it 

together! 

 

 

However, this Autumn, it is not just the children of our community who 

are starting new things.  After a long process of discernment our very 

own Kelly Parsons has been selected for ordination training and she is 

starting her theological education at St Augustine’s College in West 

Malling.  Kelly will be training there on a part time basis for the next 

three years with the intention of going into full time ministry following 

her ordination at the end of that training.  As both Nicky and I can 

confirm the start of ordination training is both a hugely exciting time but 

it can also be a rather daunting experience of change, so we all need to 

support Kelly, Mike, Becky, Jack and Olivia with our prayers and 

encouragement.  Kelly will still be very much involved in the life of St 

Mary’s during her training but the sort of things she will be doing will 

change and there will also be times when she is away getting experience 

at other churches.  I have no doubt that this wonderful community of St. 
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Mary’s will rejoice with Kelly and her family at this time of growing into 

her vocation and that we shall all do all we can to journey with them. 

 

On the subject of training for ordination, and getting experience of other 

churches, I should also mention that this Autumn we are going to be 

joined by Andrew Cameron.  Andrew is now in his third year of 

ordination training at St. Augustine’s College and is coming to St. Mary’s 

for a placement in a church of a different tradition from his home 

church.  Thinking back to my own placement at a church in Colchester I 

remember that it was not the things which I was asked to do by the Vicar 

which affected me most but it was the warm welcome from the people 

of the parish.  So let’s make Andrew very welcome and strive to be a 

blessing to his future ministry. 

Although 2020 still lies over the horizon of Christmas it is, now, fast 

approaching (see above) and it is likely that the year will see some big 

changes at St. Mary’s.  From a personal perspective I shall be taking a 

three month Sabbatical in March, April and May next year and, although 

the details are not yet finalised, I should be spending a significant part 

of that time abroad with Mission Aviation Fellowship, possibly in Africa.  
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It will be an amazing opportunity to work with a mission agency at first 

hand, and I am hugely looking forward to the opportunity.  As some of 

you may be aware I have recently completed an MA in Theology, Mission 

and Ministry and I hope to build upon that by starting a part time Ph.D. 

in September next year but, as they say, watch this space. 

 

Whilst I am away on Sabbatical next year our very own Rev’d Nicky will 

be ‘holding the fort’, which will be excellent preparation for her own 

next stage of ministry.  It has been a true delight working with and 

ministering alongside Nicky since she first joined us, for her own 

placement a few years ago, and seeing her flourish so well in this 

community, both the village and the church.  However, as much as it 

pains me to say this, it is quite likely that Nicky will be moving on to 

become Vicar of her own parish at some point during next year.  This will 

be a significant time of change for St. Mary’s and, of course, for Nicky 

and Mike and the family, and there will be much more to say about that 

in due course.   But although change can be daunting it should be clear 

from Kelly, Andrew, me and Nicky that God does not call us to stand still 

in our faith journey or our life journey but calls us ever onward and, I 

suspect, that we are more likely to encounter the plans of the living God 

by embracing with joy the gifts of each new day and season rather than 

holding onto the past out of fear.   
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So the world continues to turn, the times passes quickly or slowly, but 

the one thing time never does is stop.  We can look for God in the 

memories of the past or we can work with him in the here and now.  As 

we pray every morning: 

“As we rejoice in the gift of this new day 

So may the light of your presence, O God,  

Set our hearts on fire with love for you: 

Now and forever.  Amen.”  

 

  

 

Rev’d Paul 
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    His Holiness, the Dalia Lama, had given a talk about various aspects of 
Tibetan Buddhism, including meditation. He outlined the way he 
meditated, which involved getting up at 4.00am. 
 
After the talk there was a question-and-answer session. 
 
     One lady said that she would dearly love to meditate, but explained 
at length all the reasons why she couldn’t. Moreover, getting up at 
4.00am was absolutely out of the question. What did his Holiness 
advise? 
 
     His Holiness replied : “Go to bed earlier!” 
 
 
 

 

 

Pippa May 
22nd August 2019 
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A Little Light Humour  
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      The church was badly in need of 

a coat of paint. So the pastor decided 

he'd do the job himself. But all he had 

was one bucket of paint. So he got a 

bunch of buckets and some water, and 

he thinned the paint enough to cover 

the entire church. Then he spent all 

day painting. That night it rained—

very hard—and washed all the paint 

off. The pastor was quite discouraged 

and asked God, 'Why...why God, did 

you let it rain and wash off all my 

hard work?' 

      To which God thundered his 

reply, 'Repaint! Repaint! And thin no 

more!' 
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Link to Hope Appeal 2019 
 
Yes, it’s that time of the year again but I thought a little bit of the 
background may spur some more of you to think about and react to this 
annual call.  
 
So, a little bit about the charity behind it all. Link to Hope is a small 
Christian charity which offers help to people of all backgrounds 
regardless of race, colour or creed with no qualifying criteria other than 
that they are poor and marginalised. The work that Link to Hope 
undertakes is through a known network of church leaders, pastors, 
community leaders and mayors who are at the front line of providing 
help and services to those that need it. Link to Hope is driven by Christian 
principles and holds Matthew 25 v 35–40 at the heart of its work. 
 
The ultimate reason for giving is to glorify God. The primary purpose of 
our generosity must be to give witness to our faith, to give evidence of 
the reality of God’s grace in our lives by the way we handle our money. 
 
And the way the first Christians made converts was through the example 
of their exceedingly generous lifestyle. The way they gave their money 
away, the way they welcomed strangers, the way they cared for widows 
and lepers, the way they rescued infants left to die in the fields, their 
generous lifestyle – not their doctrine, not their music, not their facilities 
– is what convinced unbelievers that Christ must be raised from the 
dead. 
 
Link to Hope’s aim is to combat poverty and give humanitarian aid and 
has special concern for the most disadvantaged. The poorest – especially 
people struggling to survive in the poor villages that lack basic amenities; 
the most vulnerable – especially children and the most marginalised in 
society; the most exploited – the families and individuals who are at the 
mercy of authorities and circumstances that they have no control over. 
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The Family & Elderly Shoebox Appeal is their biggest campaign that they 
run every year before Christmas, where they invite people to fill a 
shoebox with items for a whole family. Last year they delivered nearly 
44,000 shoeboxes! They send out these shoeboxes of gifts to those 
families who need it most; where a lack of food or fuel makes it a 
struggle to survive and are a priority above presents. 
 
“We like to think of each one as a shoebox full of smiles, bringing a little 
bit of light into families’ lives and letting them know someone is thinking 
and caring about them”  (From their publicity.) 
 
The leaflet, which has the pages that need to be attached to each box, 
will be available in Church from the beginning of September, but the 
filled and wrapped boxes must be ready for onward transporting from 
St. Mary’s by the 5th November at the very latest. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support, Barbara Smith and the World 
Mission Team  

 

 
 
Submitted by Barbara Smith 
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Children’s Pages 

Can you name all of these vegetables/fruits? 
 

 
 

 

Answers from left to right: potatoes, garlic, runner beans, courgettes, radishes, tomatoes, 
peppers, carrots, green chillies, (iceberg) lettuce, red onion, (yellow) onions, red chillies, 
pumpkin, broccoli, (heirloom) lettuce, aubergines, cucumber, ginger 
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Finance Report 

Taking over as Treasurer has been somewhat daunting(!), but we have a 

good team to look after the key activities that keep the finances ticking 

over. Thanks to Maurice Bush, Duncan Murray, John Speed, Ian Thom 

and Barry Wheeler for their invaluable help. 

We appear to have had a good year so far. Expenditure has been slightly 

above budget, but income has been higher, so you might think the 

picture looks rosy. Unfortunately, this won’t last – we have several large 

bills yet to pay this year and we simply don’t expect to have so many 

weddings next year. Weddings this year have provided a tremendous 

boost to our income, adding nearly £6,000 in net income (see chart) – 

without that income we would now have a small deficit. 

The chart below shows where we spend our money and where that 

money comes from. Our weekly outgoings are close to £1800. The main 

item of expenditure is the parish offer (60% of the total), which is paid 

to the diocese and covers the cost of ministry, support from the diocese 

and a (small) contribution for poorer parishes; so far we are keeping up 

with our obligations for this year. Two-thirds of our income comes from 

planned giving and collections; we are grateful to those who can add Gift 

Aid, which has added over £9,000 this year – essential. The Outreach and 

Fund-Raising team also do a fantastic job in helping us to keep our heads 

above water; more than £3,500 so far! 
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We are working on a Finance Policy for the PCC, which will highlight its 

responsibilities and the financial controls and reporting that will enable 

members to discharge them – probably next year before that is in 

place. More immediately, we will prepare a budget for next year, with 

a focus on the income side. We are very thankful to the church 

members who already support us so generously. More on that in a 

later edition.  

Martin Massy, Treasurer 
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Church Bells 
 
One Saturday in January 1994 I spent most of the day watching St Mary’s 

bells being carefully lowered down through the ceiling of the west porch 

and lined up on the path, as can be seen in Roger Stanley’s photograph.  

They were then taken to the Whitechapel Bell Foundry in East London 

for recasting or retuning. 

According to an article in ‘Church Bells and Illustrated Church News’ 

dated 21 July 1905, all the bells were originally cast at the Whitechapel 

Foundry.  A church history by Mr W.V. Dumbreck states that they are 

inscribed as follows: 

Treble ‘Pack & Chapman of London Fecit 1775’ 

2 as above 

3  ‘James Bartlett Me Fecit 1696’ 

4-7  as above 

Tenor  ‘Henry Barton Edmond Norman Ch Wardens Andrew Reany 

Vicar 1695 

 James Bartlett Me Fecit’ (means ‘made me’) 

The article  states that ‘the bells were taken down and repaired early in 

1800 at a cost of some £300 and since that time have been steadily in 

use, without substantial repair, until September last when it was found 

that the whole framework, and the floor supporting  it,  had become 

unsafe.’  The parish had raised £100 towards the sum of £130 needed 

for the repairs and an appeal was now made for anyone interested in 
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churches and bells to make a donation.  The work was to be carried out 

by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank. The writer also says that the Hadlow 

band of ringers was famous in the early part of the previous century but 

the latest long peal recorded in the Hadlow tower was of 5040 changes 

in 1854.  Since then although the band had always maintained itself in 

fair practice, it had never attempted many ambitious peals. 

The church magazine of the time gave two lists of subscribers towards 

the fund, with amounts ranging from £5.5s.0d to 2s.0d, with the 

Simmons family being particularly generous.  The vicar said the sound of 

the bells had been very much missed.  The ringers later thanked all who 

had donated and were unanimous in their praise of Messrs Mears and 

Stainbank for the way in which the bells had been repaired.   The 

restoration of the bells must have inspired the ringers, because on 18 

February 1906 they were congratulated on their fine performance when 

they rang a peal of Grandsire Doubles – 5040 changes - which took three 

hours. 

 

Bell Ringers C1902 
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A special service was held in St Mary’s on 11 May, 1908, on the occasion 

of the unveiling and dedication of a peal board presented by Mr H 

Snowden Ward of Golden Green in recognition of the band ringing 

Parker’s six-part peal of Grandsire Triples in February.  The service was 

conducted by the Ven. Archdeacon of Tonbridge who gave an address 

on the meaning and use of church bells.  The following Tuesday Mr 

Snowden Ward entertained the ringers to dinner at the Greyhound 

Hotel (once in the Square, but now demolished).  The Rev. S H 

Monypenny and Churchwardens J P S Hervey and J Burgess were 

present, also Mr W Latter, the Tonbridge District Secretary of the Kent 

County Association of Change Bellringers, who conducted the successful 

peal.  He was presented with an inkstand in Tonbridge Ware in 

appreciation of his work in coaching the ringers, who were each given a 

silver pendant.  The peal board still hangs in the ringing chamber. 

Sadly, Mr Snowden Ward died suddenly in 1912 while in the USA on a 

tour performing Dickens recitals.  The bell ringers subscribed for a brass 

plaque in his memory, which was dedicated on 16th October with the 

bell-ringers giving peals at the end of the service.  It is on the south wall 

near the font.   

Peals were rung to mark other occasions, including the Golden Wedding 

of Mr & Mrs Wells of Golden Green, the death of Mr B S Foster 

MacGeagh of Hadlow Castle, the induction of the Rev S H Monypenny in 

November 1908 and reports are given of quarterly meetings both of the 

Hadlow ringers and the Kent Association.  The annual meeting in 1911 

shows that the officers were A H Reader (Captain), L S Paris (Vice-

Captain) and T Saunders (Secretary and conductor).  In 1911 Mr Reader 

wrote that there was room for one or two new ringers.  A peal of Bob 

Triples consisting of 5040 changes, lasting nearly three hours, was 
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completed in December1913.  It would seem that the outbreak of WWI 

meant a shortage of ringers, as in September 1915 the Vicar asked for 

half a dozen volunteers to be taught the art of ringing, as the bells had 

been almost silent for some time. 

It is not known if the bells were rung to celebrate the end of the War, 

but they were rung on Monday, June 16, 1919 at noon and 8pm to mark 

the inauguration of the new Victory Loan.  On Armistice Day (November 

11) the ringers rang a half-muffled peal.  There is an account of a meeting 

of the Tonbridge District of the Kent County Association of Bell Ringers 

on May 28 1921, when the bells were rung from 3-5pm, followed by a 

service, tea at the Kings Head, then further ringing.   It would appear that 

many parishes, including Hadlow, were finding it difficult to get together 

a new band of ringers.  It was hoped that the future would bring about 

a change, and that ‘the Church bells here and elsewhere throughout the 

country will once again be heard ringing forth.  Change bell-ringing is a 

very fascinating occupation when the elementary work of learning to 

pull a bell up has been mastered.’  By the end of 1923 the Hadlow band 

of bell-ringers had been revived and had made a good start under the 

captaincy of Mr E Piper.  Several peals are recorded between 1924 and 

1939 with the names of Charles and Thomas Sone appearing regularly 

as conductors.  One, on 29 October 1935, was to mark the wedding of 

the Revd S H Monypenny and Miss Muriel MacGeagh 

No further mention is made in the church magazine until 1936 when it 

was reported that a band of young men had now taken up ‘this 

fascinating science’ and were practising weekly with old ringers Messrs 

Reader and Rabbitt training them.  It was hoped that they would be 

heard of Whit Sunday.     For the next few years church members were 

occupied in the urgent need for restoration of the building with the 
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discovery of Death Watch Beetle.  The last date we have for the church 

magazine is December 1938, with the restoration work almost 

completed and the service of rededication of St Mary’s by the Bishop 

about to take place. 

Then came WWII. I have heard that church bells could not be rung for at 

least part of the War, unless there was danger of invasion.  In any case, 

there would have been few men around who had the time or energy to 

spend on campanology.  The next recorded peal is in August 1949 under 

conductor Frank P Wright and on 28 November the same year Benjamin 

Baker completed his 100th peal.  In January 1950 Kent Treble Bob Major 

was rung to mark the Vicar’s 80th birthday.  On 6 April 1952 a peal was 

rung to mark both the 200th peal by Luther J Honess and to welcome the 

new Vicar, Canon R S Graves.  Stan Jenner has kindly loaned me the 

Ringing Records for St Mary’s. mainly compiled by Peter Romney.  These 

records show that peals were rung to mark the induction or retirement 

of Vicars, Royal births, marriages or deaths, including the deaths of the 

Queen Mother and Princess Diana, the Queen’s Golden and Diamond 

Jubilees.  Names of ringers are shown – some celebrated their 50th, or 

even 125th peal together - they must have been very dedicated, with Ann 

Jenner  marking the 60th anniversary of her first peal in 2018.  Peals were 

rung to celebrate birthdays and wedding anniversaries of ringers and 

their families, including one to mark five Ruby Weddings among the 

ringers.  The deaths of long-serving members of the congregation were 

honoured. Including Ray Mitchell and Ken Garner in 1995, John 

Macnamara in 2000 and Helen Garner in 2005.  A peal was rung for the 

1400th anniversary of Rochester Diocese in 2004 and for the release from 

captivity of Terry Waite in 1991.  Howard Rogers took part in two peals 

to mark his becoming Mayor Tonbridge & Malling in May 2013.  
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A report had been sent to the PCC in 1975 regarding concerns about the 

condition of the bells.   In June 1991 Peter Romney, Captain of the tower, 

attended a meeting of the PCC and advised that refurbishment had now 

become urgent.   

 

Bells in Tower with Peter Romney 1991 

The timber frame had reached the end of its useful life as it moves when 

the timber dries out in dry weather and the bells are not securely 

anchored to tower beams. The likely cost would be £30,000 to refurbish 

the bells, rehang and anchor them to equalise stress on the tower 

structure. The County Bell Ringing Association would give practical help 

in removing and rehanging the bells and a financial grant would be 

available, plus a donation from the bellringers.  The Vicar reminded 

members that the church roof would also need attention in the near 

future.  Money from a legacy by Mr Stanley List would be donated to the 

project. 
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Bell in Tower C1991 

 

Bells in a line 1991 

It was eventually decided to restore the bells and the roof as a joint 

venture.  The Roof & Bells Appeal was launched with a Gift Day on 

Saturday 22nd May 1993.  The total cost was estimated as £120,000 with 

£50,000 already having been earmarked towards the project.  The Gift 

Day was successful, raising about £40,000 in donations and covenants.  

Faculties were applied for and tenders sought.  The work on the roof 

began in September 1993.  The last peal before the bells went for 

restoration was on 28 December 1993. 
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There is a detailed letter from the Whitechapel Bell Foundry listing the 

work carried out on the bells and the framework, together with the 

hoisting and erecting of the framework and rehanging of the bells.  I was 

fortunate enough to be able to visit the Foundry a few years ago and 

found it fascinating.  The man who showed us round remembered the 

work on the Hadlow bells as it was the last job his father did before 

retirement.  Sadly, the Foundry has now closed and the premises sold to 

an American financier with plans to develop it as part of a six-storey 

hotel.  There are protests from local campaigners and historic trusts, so 

let us hope a more suitable use for the listed building can be found. 

The Rehallowing of the bells by the Rt Revd Brian Smith, Lord Bishop of 

Tonbridge, took place on the 24th April 1994.  Peter Romney wrote that 

the sixth old Bartlett bells had been one eighth turned and rehung with 

new fittings.  The two trebles have been re-cast.  The recast treble bell 

shows the names of the vicar and churchwardens in 1994 and the 

second bell has been recast in memory of Ken Garner and bears the 

inscription ‘IN MEMORIAM   KENNETH ERNEST GARNER’.  The weight of 

the bells 12 is as follows:  Treble 4 cwt 3qr 4lb –  2.   5 cwt 0qr 0lb -  3.   5 

cwt 0qr 15lb -   4.  5cwt 2qr 25lb – 5.  6 cwt 2qr 10lb -  6.  7cwt1qr 9lb -  

7.  9cwt 1qr 25lb -  Tenor  12cwt 3qr 0lb 

Mr Romney thanked all those who carried out the professional work, 

those who gave towards the cost of the project, including charitable 

trusts, the Bell Restoration Committee of the County Association and all 

those who gave their time and efforts in arranging transport, etc. 

A peal of Plain Bob Major was rung on 11 September 1994 to mark the 

retirement of the Rev Gerald Lane and in thanksgiving for the 16 years 

of his and Linda’s ministry.  Sadly Peter Romney, the Tower Captain at St 
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Mary’s Church for over 30 years, died in September 2008 after a long 

illness. Ann and Stanley Jenner and Ray Taylor rang a peal on handbells 

on 22 September, 2008, in thanksgiving for his life (Peter had introduced 

the ringers to handbell ringing.)   A peal of Grandsire Triples was rung 

the following Sunday in his memory, while a peal board records Plain 

Bob Major with 5072 changes in 2 hrs 52 mins being rung as a 

thanksgiving for his life on the 31st January, 2009.  It was composed and 

conducted by Stanley Jenner  

We were fortunate enough to be able to sit in the tower to hear the bells 

rung for the Millenium and to see the peal boards with the names of 

those who rang them.  Thanks are due to all the hundreds of ringers over 

the years who have rung St Mary’s bells for services, weddings, funerals 

and to mark so many special events both local and national. 

 

Bell Ringers C2000 

Anne Hughes 

Photographs by Roger Stanley 
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SUPERMARKET HARVEST 

What does the Harvest mean to me? I neither sow nor reap. 

But glean through supermarket shelves to pluck what’s going 

cheap. 

No mellow fruitfulness is here, but sterile tidy tins. 

And crops all smart in cardboard coat and glossy plastic 

skins. 

No harmony of autumn leaves, but glaring lies entice, 

And labels scream ‘There’s ten pence off, it’s cheap at half 

the price!’ 

No sound of tractors in the fields, but cram-full trolleys clash. 

And jingling tills bind sheaves of notes and gather in the 

cash. 

 

No need to plough and scatter now the good seed on the 

ground, 

With canned convenient frozen food it’s harvest all year 

round. 

So through these claustrophobic fields robot-like I roam –  
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And long for fragrant country air and joys of harvest home. 

And churches heaped with fruit and flowers arranged with 

homely art, 

Where grateful mortals yield to God the harvest of the heart. 

So through that soulless check–out point bring all you can 

afford 

And check in at St Mary’s Church and come and praise the 

Lord! 

Submitted by Roi Arden 
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Autumn Quiz 

1. Which poet composed 'To Autumn', the 1819 poem which 
begins 'Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness'? 

2. This season sees swifts migrating to Africa. Three swifts 
monitored in 2016 broke the world record for continuous time 
spent in the air. How long did they go without touching land? 
Ten days, ten weeks or ten months? 

3. What is the missing subject in the old saying: 'Dry your . . . in 
October, or you'll always be sober?' 

4.  Name the pigment which trees stop producing, thus causing 
leaves to lose their green colour? 

5. Which autumnal farming practice has been banned in England 
and Wales since 1993? 

6. Which world championship takes place every year in 
Northamptonshire on the second Sunday in October? 
Something that occurs naturally every autumn is a crucial part 
of the sport. 

7. What is a cribbar, which appears in Cornwall once or twice a 
year — often in autumn — for a couple of hours at a time? 

8.  A reminder about which event, which happens every October, 
is provided by an alternative word for autumn? 

9.  Bonfire Night takes place every November. How did Guy 
Fawkes reduce the pain of his execution following the 
Gunpowder Treason Plot of 1605? 

10.  Why should you wait for the first frost of autumn before 
picking your sloe berries to make sloe gin? 

11.  Why is autumn particularly important to the Queen's first 
grandchild? 
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12.  On September 5, 1958, Britain's heaviest ever what was 
recorded in Horsham? It weighed 6.5 ounces. 

13.  A storm of October 1859 (which sank the ship the Royal 
Charter off the coast of Wales) prompted Vice-Admiral Robert 
Fitzroy to create what? 

14.  Why do Daubenton's and Brandt's bats gather to sing at the 
entrances to caves in the autumn? 

15. Maple, ash and sycamore trees produce seeds with which 
nickname, due to the way they fly through the air? 

16. Squirrels are starting to bury acorns. What is the bird that does 
the same? 

17. This bright red berry gets its name from an old German word 
meaning 'to redden' — not to be confused with the Mr Bean 
actor. Which berry? 

18. This mushroom got its name because its tubes coming from the 
ground look like devices to allow the dead and buried to hear. 
Its name? 

19. Hedgehogs begin hibernating. What is a baby hedgehog called 
— a hedgenipper, a hoglet or an ickle-prickle? 

20. The pheasant shooting season starts on October 1. The record 
number shot in a single day was set on December 18, 1913, 
when George V, his son the Prince of Wales and six other men 
dispatched how many birds — 843, 1,402 or 3,937? 

21. Spiders mate in October. This breed of spider shares its name 
with which ecclesiastical rank — parson, cardinal or bishop? 

Answers at the back of the newsletter 

 



32 
 

Upcoming Events / Dates for your Diary 

Event Date(s) Where Contact / Details 
Friends of 
Kent 
Churches 
‘Ride and 
Stride’ 
and 
Heritage 
Open Day 

Saturday 
14th 
September 

Around 
Kent 

Looking for people to ride/walk 
and also people to sit in church 
to check callers at our church. 
Raises money for renovations 
and repairs to churches. Contac 
Julia Miles 

Wednesday 
Study Group 

18th 
September 
at 2pm 

St Mary’s Final study on the fruits of the 
spirit – Love. 

Scarecrow 
Trail 

21st and 
22nd 
September  

All around 
Hadlow! 

Start at St Mary’s, follow the 
trail and vote for your favourite 
scarecrow! Then enjoy tea and 
cake in church. 

Barn Dance Saturday 5th 
October at 
7.30pm 

Village Hall Jointly organized with Hadlow 
Village Hall to celebrate 
Harvest. Includes Ploughman’s 
supper and ice cream tub. 

Grand Church 
Clean 

Sunday 13th 
October 

St Mary’s After the 10am service; lunch 
provided 

Hadlow 
Orchestra 
Concert 

Sunday 24th 
November 
3pm 

 St Mary’s 
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Weekly / Monthly Events / Church Services 

(In St Mary’s unless otherwise stated) 

Holy Communion Sundays 8am 

Morning Prayer Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am 

Holy Communion Wednesdays 9.30am 

Parish Eucharist Sundays 10am 

Vicar’s Surgery Most Thursdays 

Coffee Pots and Tiny Tots Wednesdays 10am  - 12pm 

Who Let the Dads Out Second Saturday of every month 
10am for dads with their under six 
year olds 

Messy Church Sundays 29th September and  
8th December at 3.30pm. 
All age activities and games, 
followed by informal worship and 
tea. 

Beacon Service Third Sunday of every month 
(unless otherwise arranged)  
5.30pm Activities, worship and 
refreshments 

Saturday Coffee Third Saturday of every month 
10am-12pm St Mary’s Upper 
Room 

Choir Practice Friday 7.15pm (new singers always 
welcome) 

Café Plus Every second Wednesday. 
Tea/coffee, chat and craft 

Friends Together Second Monday of every month 
12.45pm (For those who have 
been bereaved. Two course lunch 
provided.) 

For further details of church events see St Mary’s website 
www.stmaryshadlow.org.uk 
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Autumn Quiz – Answers 

1. John Keats. He wrote it after a walk along the River Itchen near Winchester — as he 

tried to escape the sound of his landlady's daughter practising the violin. 

2. Ten months. They spent their entire migration — UK to Africa and back again, 

which is more than 10,000 miles — without landing at all. 

3. Barley. Otherwise you won't have any to make beer with. 

4. Chlorophyll. The reduced sunlight means photosynthesis loses its benefits — it 

costs a tree more energy to support a leaf than the leaf gives back. Autumnal colours 

then result from other chemicals in the leaves, like beta-carotenes (red — also found in 

carrots) and luteins (yellow — also found in egg yolks). 

5. Stubble burning. 

6. Conkers. Last year's men's winner was Chelsea pensioner John Riley, who at 85 was 

possibly the oldest world champion on the planet. 

7. A huge wave, beloved of surfers. It can be up to 35ft high — just under half the size 

of the 2004 Asian tsunami. It takes its name from the Cribbar reef at Newquay, though 

is also known chillingly as the 'widow maker'. 

8. Fall. The end of British Summer Time. 'March forward, fall back' reminds you 

which way the clocks move. Incidentally, BST was the idea of William Willett — one 

of whose great-great-grandsons is Coldplay's Chris Martin. 

9. He jumped from the scaffold, broke his neck and died. This saved him the pain of 

drawing and quartering, normally carried out while the condemned man was still alive 

after partial hanging. 

10. So the skins will break, thereby allowing the flavour out. Folklore also suggests 

using a silver needle. 

11. Because she's his wife. Peter Phillips (Princess Anne's son) married the Canadian, 

Autumn Kelly, in 2008. 

12. Hailstone. It was one ounce heavier than a cricket ball. 
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13. The Shipping Forecast. 

14. They're seeking the attention of females inside the cave, in order to mate. 

15. Helicopter seeds. 

16. Jay. 

17. Rowan berry. (Not named after Rowan Atkinson.) 

18. Trompette, from 'trompette de la mort', or 'hearing trumpet of death'. 

19.  Hoglet. 

20. 3,937. On the way back to London, George V said to his son: 'I shouldn't say 

anything about this if I were you. I think we may have overdone it today.' 

21. Cardinal. It's named after Cardinal Thomas Wolsey, who was once scared by a 

spider at Hampton Court.   

 



36 
 

All articles published in this Quarterly Newsletter represent the personal views 

of the author and are not to be taken as the official position of St Mary's Church 

or the Church of England.  If you disagree with anything printed in these pages 

please write your own letter or article in response setting out why you 

disagree.  The Church encompasses a wide range of views on many issues 

and we would be more than happy to see a healthy debate on those issues 

flourish in this publication.  

If you would like to contribute to St Mary’s Quarterly News, please contact the 

editor: evegriffiths41@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Wishing all Quarterly News Readers a 

plentiful harvest and a wonderful Autumn! 
 


