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‘For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.’
Isaiah 9:6
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Letter from the Vicarage
Dear Friends,

At this time of year, someone will always say to me (either personally or
online) something along the following lines:
“I hope you don’t mind me saying this, and I don’t mean any
offence, but you do know that there is no evidence that Jesus
was born on December 25th and, in fact, Christmas is really just a
re-branded pagan festival?”
I sometimes wonder how they expect me to react to this news. Should
I start quickly leafling through the stories of the nativity, looking in vain
for dates which are not there, or should I do a Google search on the
origins of Christmas and then, within nano-seconds, realise that I had
been getting it wrong all these years? Or should I be more dramatic, rip
off my clerical collar, tell them that they have stumbled across
something which no one in the history of Christendom had realised
before and that I now know what a terrible fool I have been? Actually, I
am quite tempted by the latter, just to see how they react!
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The reality is, of course, that for the early Christians the stories about
Jesus being born, his nativity, were not the most interesting or important
thing about him. Only two of the four gospels talk about his birth
(Matthew and Luke) and it is quite true that neither of them offer any
dates for the event. The much more important thing about Jesus was
not the fact that he was born but the fact that, during his life, he taught
a radical view of God’s inclusive love, that he brought wholeness and
healing to broken people in miraculous ways, that he was crucified for
upsetting the political and religious status quo and then, amazingly, that
he rose from the dead and continued teaching his disciples before
ascending to heaven and then sending the Holy Spirit on his church so
that they would continue his work until his coming again! In contrast to
the nativity the events of the last supper, crucifixion and resurrection
are in all four Gospels and are given a clear dating, falling around the
Jewish Passover.
For the first three centuries of Christianity there was no special
celebration of Jesus’ birth. It only started to be celebrated as a reaction
against a heresy that Jesus was not human at all (Docetism). Naturally,
the best way to emphasise humanity of Jesus was to celebrate the fact
of his birth to a human mother, although there is no getting away from
the fact that the nativity stories are both intensely human and
wonderfully miraculous because, of course, Jesus was both fully human
and fully divine! But that is for another day.
The first Christmas (Mass of Christ) was celebrated in the year 336 and,
although we cannot be certain, it is likely that December 25th was chosen
partly because it fell around the time of the Winter Solstice (or
Saturnalia as it would have been celebrated in Rome) but it may also
owe much to the dating of the Jewish Festival of Lights (Hanukah). This
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fusing of Jewish and Roman celebrations into a, new, Christian
celebration should not shock or concern us, especially when we consider
that much of the Christian story is about ‘grafting’ the gentile followers
of Jesus into the story of God’s people, traced through the Hebrew
scriptures.

The ‘non-biblical’ origins of the Christmas feast were well known to the
Puritans, and Cromwell’s Parliament banned the celebration of ‘Popish’
Christmas between 1647 and 1660. Following the restoration (of both
the monarchy and of Christmas) we all know that much of what we take
for granted now in our Christmas celebrations owes little or nothing to
antiquity. Christmas trees and Christmas cards were only introduced
into this country in Victorian times, our image of Father Christmas owes
more to the Coca Cola Corp than it does to St. Nicholas, and the Queen’s
Christmas message and the Doctor Who Christmas Special being even
later additions to our traditions.
So, in the midst of all this morass of theology, history and tradition (both
ancient and modern) what are we to make of Christmas falling how and
when it does?
The answer, for me, is very simple. This time of year is when things are
at their darkest and, at the time of the Winter Solstice, the night is at its
longest. Personally I am not a fan of winter and, for many people, the
long dark nights and dismal days are a struggle. But we know that it will
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not always be this way. That the light is returning to the world and will
drive back the darkness and bring new life to the world. That is true
physically as the sun returns to the Northern Hemisphere, but it is also
true spiritually because Jesus is the light of the world. The Gospel of
John does not have a nativity story but its opening does speak powerfully
of the meaning of Jesus’ coming into the world:
“What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:3-5)
We celebrate Christmas not because Jesus was born on December 25 th
in the Year 0. Life is not always that straightforward. But we do
celebrate Christmas, in all our diverse and funny little ways, because we
know, in our heart of hearts, that this time of year marks a turning point.
Yes, it is a turning point of the seasons and we give thanks for that but,
more importantly, it marks and symbolises a turning point in the history
of creation when light came into the darkness and offered us hope and
a choice.
May God bless you and your family this Christmastime and evermore!

Rev’d Paul
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A Little Light Humour
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For the vicar's 50th birthday, the congregation decided to
give him a new suit.
He was so touched by the gift that the following Sunday he
stood before everyone and, with tears in his eyes, announced,
"Today I am preaching to you in my birthday suit."

“Vicar, about this new idea to
reach teens….”
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Royal gratitude
November 2019
During his recent African tour, HRH Prince Harry visited Angola to
witness the work of de-mining charity The HALO Trust, walking in his
mother’s footsteps to increase awareness of the vital cause.

Wearing body armour, The Duke of Sussex walked an active minefield
and remotely detonated a landmine to remove it from a field at Dirico,
a remote town on the Namibian border. He then visited Huambo, the
site that his mother, Princess Diana, was famously photographed in
similar body armour in 1997. The place is now a thriving city.
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MAF has been flying with HALO in Angola for 25 years, transporting
brave men and women who continue vast demining projects across the
country. Some 100,000 mines have been removed since 1994, when the
country was in the grips of civil war. Since then, thousands of lives have
been saved, with safe land allowing life to spring up everywhere.
HALO has set up a ‘100 Women in Demining’ initiative to empower
Angolan women and give them employment, skills and purpose. Over
the last few years, more than 78 women from vulnerable communities
have been recruited, 80% of them single mothers. Six have been
promoted to leadership and 19 have completed paramedic training.
Yolanda and Elisa were two of those who were invited to meet the
Prince.
Also on-site to transport HALO staff and be on standby for medical
evacuations, MAF bush pilot Marijn Goud had the honour of meeting
Prince Harry. As they spoke, the Prince remarked, ‘HALO could not do it
without you, thanks!’

MAF is proud to partner with HALO in Angola as it continues its lifesaving work. Over the years, MAF has provided transport logistics for
team members and VIPs conducting site visits. MAF aircraft are also on
call round-the-clock should the need arise for a casualty evacuation
were a mine to be unsafely detonated.
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MAF Pilot Marijn Goud was privileged to be part of the event. He said,
‘It’s not every day that you brush shoulders with royalty and have the
chance to meet the well-known faces who campaign for a better world.
But most days I do have the privilege of meeting the unknown heroes
who carry out inspiring, life-changing work in some of the world’s farflung places. Today, I witnessed Yolanda, Elisa and Harry join together to
take a stand for peace and restoration. It was a moving and joyous
celebration; showing how a vast and contrasting world can unite across
backgrounds, genders and nationalities to bring hope for future
generations.’
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The Scarecrow Trail 2019!
So, the weekend of 21st and 22nd September saw the
return of the Scarecrow Trail! This year, the event was
sponsored by MKA Architects, a local business based in
the village.
The theme this year was Fairy Tales and Nursery Rhymes
and we had over 20 entries with characters from
Rapunzel to Pinocchio and Puss in Boots to Humpty
Dumpty.

The trail was a great success with over 300 trail sheets
sold and many visitors to the village taking part alongside
local families.
We had a fantastic response from the congregation when
we asked for cakes and help with refreshments and this
helped us raise a magnificent £1000 for church funds!
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The public voted as follows:
1st place: The Twits
2nd place: The Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe
3rd place: Three Blind Mice

By Kirsty Finch
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Children’s Pages
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Use the code to colour the picture
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Finance report for the Dec-19 Quarterly Newsletter
Whilst I can’t put final figures for the whole of the year, I hope I can give
some idea of how the finances are going. Firstly, though, I want to thank
all those who give generously to support our church, with their time,
talents and financially. Thanks also to our dynamic Outreach and Fundraising team, who organise events that are highly enjoyable as well as
being successful money-wise!
It is no secret that, financially, things are getting more and more difficult
as, in general terms, costs continue to rise and income to fall. It appears
we are again heading for a deficit for the year. There is no single big
reason for this, just cumulatively a number of smaller reasons.

In November, the PCC agreed our budget for 2020 – the major change
is, that unless we manage to reverse the trend of lower income (more
on that next year!), we expect to have less money coming in and
therefore can only commit to a lower contribution to the diocese, known
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as the parish offer, that is much less than they were hoping for. The
parish offer is not a tax and therefore best avoided! It is our contribution
to the church’s ministry, which includes what we do in Hadlow. The
biggest part of the parish offer is actually to be able to have a full-time
vicar.
Some good news, though – the Rochester diocese’s Missional Property
Fund has awarded us a grant of £4500, which will cover most of the cost
of replacing the stairlift to the Upper Room. The stairlift has been out of
action for a while now; it can’t be repaired because parts are no longer
available. Our grateful thanks to the Fund and also to our vicar, Paul, for
securing the grant.
Thank you for bearing with me. Let me know what you think of the
report, how it could be improved, what else you would like to know, etc.
And let’s not allow worries over finance to overshadow our reflections
through Advent leading to celebration at Christmas!
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The Christmas Rose
The Christmas Rose is called helleborus niger among real gardeners; the
blooms can be white, or various other colours, including purple. In my
mind’s eye, I see the blooms as white, with vibrant yellow stamen, as
they were shown on a Christmas card that my parents chose way back
in the 1950’s.
That card made a great impression on me: inside the card, on the lefthand side, was set out

The Legend of the Christmas Rose
When the angels appeared to the shepherds and told them that Jesus
had been born in Bethlehem, there was a little girl out on the hills with
the shepherds. As the shepherds chose a very special lamb as a gift for
the Holy Family, the little girl wondered what she could take. The lambs
were not hers, she was only spending the night with the shepherds
because one of them was her uncle. It was to be a special treat, he had
told her family. That night there were going to be very, very bright stars
and something else in the sky, which was even more special than a star,
but she had forgotten the word for it.
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The shepherds set off with the very special lamb. They were so excited,
chattering to one another.
They had forgotten all about her. She stood there all alone on the hillside
in the starlight. There were rocks, here and there, some on their own,
some in little groups. Nothing else at all. Well, she had to be honest,
there were the sheep and their lambs, but, somehow or other, they were
all together in the place where they slept, and they were all sound
asleep. She thought it was strange that they were so quiet. Usually, to
settle down like that it took quite a long time, with one of the shepherds
lying across the opening to keep them in. And there was something else.
There were no wolves, or even dogs prowling around tonight.

Then she remembered about the sudden very bright lights. She’d
covered her head with her shawl, because she had been afraid. Thinking
back, hadn’t she heard sounds too? And now, here she was, all alone.
Great tears ran down her cheeks. Her tears came faster and faster. She
hung her head. She could even see where the tears fell into … a … little
…. sandy …. place …
She peered down at her feet, brushing her hair off her face. Whatever
could that be?
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Now she was on her knees. She began, very very softly to sing a little
song of wonder, of thankfulness, of praise. This was her very own, very
very special gift for the Holy Child. In simple, unquestioning thanks, she
gathered the most beautiful, milky-white roses, each with its own, neat
little ruff of leaves. She arranged them very carefully into a neat bunch
and started off down the hillside towards Bethlehem.

So that’s why I love Christmas Roses. I carried a little posy of them on
our wedding day, which was within the twelve days of Christmas.

Pippa May
Advent Sunday - Ist December 2019
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Nativity Plays

Some years ago the Historical Society were given an envelope of
photos. They were of Nativity Plays performed in the Church in 1931
and the 1950s. Apparently, they were found in the drawer of a desk that
had belonged to Dorrie Monypenny (the daughter of the last of the four
Monypenny Vicars). The man who bought the desk and found the
photos very kindly returned them to the vicarage.

We have been able to identify some of the actors, but only one, Carolyn
Brown then Bowen, still lives in the village. She played the angel in St
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Brigit of the Mantle, with Mary Stock (later Mary Widdows) as the Virgin
Mary. Philip Stock and Roger Fuller were also in the play. Others who
have been identified are Christine Dengate, Gwen Paris, Connie
Simmons, Margaret Read, Brenda Dann, Margaret and Lily Rose.

It would seem that 'Eager Heart' was popular as it was performed in
1919, 1931 and 1935. 'St Brigit' and 'The Way to Bethlehem' were also
performed in 1934 and 1935 as well as 1955 and 1951. I wonder if any
of the scripts are still to be found?
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Upcoming Events / Dates for your Diary
Event
Christmas
Concert by
Rebecca
Hooper and
friends
Carol Service

Carol Service

Service of
Nine Lessons
and Carols
Crib &
Christingle
Service
Carols in the
Square

Midnight
Communion

Concert with
E. Peckham
Silver Band
Quiz Evening

Date(s)
th

Saturday 14
December 7pm

Sunday 15th
December 12
noon
Sunday 22nd
December 4pm
Sunday 22nd
December
6.30pm
Christmas Eve,
Tuesday 24th
December
4pm
Christmas Eve,
Tuesday 24th
December
6.30pm
Christmas Eve,
Tuesday 24th
December
11.30pm
Sunday 2nd
February at
2.30pm
Saturday 29th
February at
7pm.

Where
St Mary’s

Contact / Details

St Mary’s

All welcome, especially
those living with and caring
for those with dementia

A selection of opera and
Christmas music. Ticket
available on the door £10,
children under 12 free

Golden
Green
St Mary’s

St Mary’s

Hadlow
Square

St Mary’s

Carols from 11pm

St Mary’s

Classical and well-loved
tunes. Free entry,
retiring collection.
A fun and friendly quiz
with hot supper – and
special round for kids.

St Mary’
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Weekly / Monthly Events / Church Services
(In St Mary’s unless otherwise stated)
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Parish Eucharist
Vicar’s Surgery
Coffee Pots and Tiny Tots
Who Let the Dads Out

Sundays 8am
Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am
Wednesdays 9.30am
Sundays 10am
Most Thursdays
Wednesdays 10am - 12pm
Second Saturday of every
month 10am for dads with
their under six year olds
Beacon Service
Occasional services for
young people. Keep an eye
out for dates.
Saturday Coffee
Third Saturday of every
month 10am-12pm
downstairs in St Mary’s
Choir Practice
Friday 7.15pm (new singers
always welcome)
Café Plus
Every second Wednesday.
Tea/coffee, chat and craft
Friends Together
Second Monday of every
month 12.45pm (For those
who have been bereaved.
Two course lunch provided.)
For further details of church events see St Mary’s website
www.stmaryshadlow.org.uk
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Wishing all Quarterly News readers a
wonderful Christmas and a Happy New
Year!

All articles published in this Quarterly Newsletter represent the personal views
of the author and are not to be taken as the official position of St Mary's Church
or the Church of England. If you disagree with anything printed in these pages
please write your own letter or article in response setting out why you
disagree. The Church encompasses a wide range of views on many issues
and we would be more than happy to see a healthy debate on those issues
flourish in this publication.
If you would like to contribute to St Mary’s Quarterly News, please contact the
editor: evegriffiths41@gmail.com
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