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‘He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads 

me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads 

me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.’ 

Psalm 23: 2-3  
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Letter from the Curate 

   

 

As I write this letter to you, the summer months are fast approaching, 

the days are getting longer and the weather is warming up. It is also 

that time of year when our thoughts turn to counting down the days 

to the holidays we might have planned or still need to plan. Those 

days away from school and work routines or just time away from our 

homes and the everyday tasks we might normally do, help us to 

return relaxed and refreshed. If we are not going away, then we may 

be planning journeys to visit family and friends or getting our homes 

ready to welcome visitors. So, whether going away on holiday or 

staying home, whatever we do, whatever journeys we intend to 

make, they need careful planning and thinking about if we, and 

others, are to reap the full physical benefits from our holiday times. 

Looking after our physical needs is often so much easier than looking 

after our spiritual needs. Yet these summer months offer us the 

perfect time to reflect on this part of our lives also. As we take a break 

from our normal routines and duties, it allows us to take a look at 

where God is in our own lives, and in the lives of others around us - 

to find God in the world beyond our homes and amongst all creation. 

It may be too that it is time to take stock of where we are and, if 

necessary, make plans to journey with God in a different direction, 

wherever that may lead. Journeys in whatever form they take are 

important. They have the ability to change us and to shape us. 
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Walking on the beaches in Northumberland you frequently come 

across these wonderful patterns drawn in the sand. As you trace the 

lines and patterns round and around you are very quickly drawn into 

a rhythm of prayer. Very quickly you find yourself walking and 

praying realising what a ‘thin’ place it is. That is the place where 

heaven and earth really merge together. These patterns rarely have 

a beginning or an end, but are continuous patterns where you can 

join the journey at any point and walk alone or with others on the 

journey too. 

These patterns are often drawn by members of the Northumbria 

Community, a group with which I have been journeying for several 

years now. After spending a year journeying through the Novitiate 

process, last month I made my declaration and vows to become a 

Companion in the Community.  

 

It was a conversation with a friend, at a time when my own spiritual 

journey had reached a crossroads, that led me to find out more about 

the Northumbria Community. This is a dispersed Christian 

Community who are united wherever they live in a commitment to a 

common Rule of Life. They are people from all walks of life, church 



6 
 

denominations, diverse life backgrounds, the churched and 

unchurched, who are drawn together in seeking God in the journey 

of life. 

 

The Community says yes to availability to God and to people, and yes 

to intentional vulnerability before 

God and people too. The more I 

heard and learnt, the more I found I 

was finding a spiritual ‘home’ within 

the Community. The founding 

questions raised by the Northumbria 

Community, this church without 

walls, resonated with me. “Who shall I seek? How then shall we live? 

How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?” 

  
The Northumbria Community 

believes that, whatever the 

starting points for our different 

journeys are, we all look for 

signposts and waymarks to tell us 

where we are along the journey; 

the support of friends, groups we 

belong to and those people we find that we trust, with whom we can 

share our deepest thoughts, those people who we don’t mind turning 

us around and pointing us in a different direction. In other words, 

those signposts and waymarks that tell us where we are; trying to 

make sense of what we have already experienced along the way; and 

seeking to know what might lie ahead and at our journey’s end. 
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At St. Mary’s this year, we have already begun to explore new and 

creative ways to journey closer with God with ‘Lent in a Bag’, and on 

Good Friday there were interactive prayer stations based around the 

Stations of the Cross.  

 

Thy Kingdom Come, the global prayer event that falls between 

Ascension Day and Pentecost, has been another way of calling us to 

pray for ourselves, our community and those people we know who 

have yet to come to faith. Churches all over the world have put on 

prayer events to encourage people to pray and, in some cases, be 

challenged to pray in new or different ways. Ways that will hopefully 

help people to take the first steps on their faith journey, grow 

spiritually or walk closer with God.  

So, over these summer months I pray that there will be space and 

time for each one of you to take a look at your journey. To take time 

off, at home or away, and relax and refresh. To look and see where 

you are heading in the coming months and to see where God might 

be in that journey with you. 

Every blessing, 

Nicky 
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A Little Light Humour 
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 A Jewish father was very troubled by the way his son turned 

out and went to see his rabbi about it. 

“Rabbi, I brought him up in the faith, gave him a very 

expensive Bar Mitzvah and it cost me a fortune to educate 

him. Then he tells me last week, he’s decided to be a 

Christian. Rabbi, where did I go wrong?” 

The rabbi strokes his beard and says, “Funny you should 

come to me. I too, brought up my son as a boy of faith, sent 

him to university and it cost me a fortune and then one day 

he comes to me and tells me he wants to be a Christian.” 

“What did you do?” asked the man of the rabbi. 

“I turned to God for the answer,” replied the rabbi. 

“What did he say?” asked the man. 

He said, “Funny you should come to me...” 
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Never Despair 
 
Today, we made our way, in a more-or-less southerly direction, down 
into East Sussex. 
 
As if in celebration of having been entrusted with a real live Duke and 
Duchess, the Sussex lanes were all gorgeously decked out in a symphony 
of greens. Thomas Hardy’s tender new beech leaves, “like silken rags” 
were in abundance. The verges frothed with Queen Anne's Lace, 
otherwise known as Cow Parsley. 
 
The church in Stonegate dozed in the sunlight, surrounded by a field, to 
all intents and purposes, of Sussex clay. Among the headstones, wild 
flowers basked in the warmth; magnificent oaks marked the boundaries; 
with our backs to the church, looking south, towards the sea, was “green 
Sussex, fading into blue”. 
 
My father’s grave was not in anything like the unruly state I’d expected. 
Sussex clay tends to be like thick rice pudding in winter and concrete in 
summer, with not much else in between. It’s difficult to cultivate and it 
saw off the Romans pretty sharply, but it can produce good grazing and 
lovely roses, with enough farmyard muck and back-breaking digging. 
 
 Dad was very interested in archaeology and wanted to be buried, so 
that, sometime in the future, an archaeologist could find his bones and 
work out why his hip replacement never worked properly. 
 
Mum’s ashes are there. There were quite a number of things on which 
they did not agree, including church versus the crem. 
 
They were united, though, in their love for the English countryside in 
general and for Sussex in particular. 
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On our way back home, tired, but content that we’d been to Stonegate, 
I vaguely followed the outlines of the trees. There were some which 
looked dead. And, yet, peering through the twilight, were there live 
branches among the dead ones? 
 
Then, I remembered a line from Shelley’s ‘Prometheus Unbound’, 
 

To hope, till Hope creates 
From its own wreck the thing it contemplates; 

 
Pippa May 
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Children’s Pages 
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Can you spot eight differences between these two pictures? 

 

Can you solve these summer themed anagrams?(Answers at 
bottom of the page) 

ristyht   acheb   diolyha 

abbruqee   eic amerc 

 

 

 

thirsty      beach       holiday       barbeque    ice cream 
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Bringing a shot at life                                          May 2019 

The MAF team in Madagascar recently flew more than 375,000 measle 

vaccinations to a dozen destinations across the island nation, as part of 

a life-saving immunisation programme to tackle a severe outbreak of 

this life-threatening disease which can cause blindness, pneumonia and 

death.  

Measles is extremely contagious and, when combined with the high 

levels of malnutrition found among children in Madagascar, often 

results in tragic outcomes. More than 100,000 cases of measles have 

been recorded since the outbreak began in September 2018 and more 

than 1,000 people have died. Local newspapers report many stories of 

whole families who have never been vaccinated losing several children 

to the disease.  

The disease spread quickly across the country after the first case was 

reported in a poverty-stricken area of Antananarivo. The World Health 

Organisation (WHO) and UNICEF estimate that only 58% of the 

population was vaccinated against measles when the outbreak began, a 

level of coverage insufficient to prevent a severe outbreak. 

To tackle this, a widespread vaccination campaign is underway hoping 

to reach 7 million children; with every child between the age of 9 months 

and 9 years being offered the vaccine for free. In previous campaigns 

families receiving the vaccine had to fund the follow-up dose 

themselves. The cost was well beyond the reach of ordinary 
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Madagascans in a country where 92% of the population lives on less than 

US$2 per day. It is hoped that up to 94% of Madagascans will be covered 

by the current campaign, a level that is vital to maintain, if future 

outbreaks are to be prevented. 

The MAF hangar was packed with vaccinations, syringes, cotton, 

vaccination cards and everything needed to complete the vaccination 

campaign in the isolated villages. The vaccines were flown in boxes 

packed with enough dry ice to keep them cold for approximately four 

days. MAF staff member Charlotte Pedersen watched as this precious 

cargo was loaded into every little corner of the MAF Cessna 

Caravan.  She accompanied one consignment of vaccines to their 

destinations at Morafenobe and Ambatomainty, an hour's flight away 

by plane - a trip which could take two or three days by road during the 

rainy season. 

 

As the aircraft landed at the remote airstrip, the local doctor arrived to 

pick up the vaccinations. ‘I read about MAF’, he said, ‘These flights are 

very helpful for the health of the people of Madagascar.’  
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Charlotte noted ‘We quickly unloaded the plane knowing that the 

following day the first of 7,000 children would get their much-needed 

measles vaccinations in the district of Morafenobe.’ 

 

Three further destinations completed meant that, in just one day of 

flying by one MAF aircraft, more than 50,000 children will get a chance 

at a life free from this illness. 

Charlotte reflected, ‘There will be a lot of screaming going on in the 

isolated villages of Madagascar next week. But I’d rather have the 

children screaming for a few minutes as they have the jab, than the 

mothers crying for the rest of their lives grieving the loss of their beloved 

children.’ 

This material is intended for you to reproduce in your newsletters, magazines and 

on your websites. We ask, where possible, that the text is reproduced as above. We 

understand that you may need to shorten it. If you have any questions or need any 

further information or more images, please contact the MAF UK PR team on 01303 

851959 or via email – newsdesk@maf-uk.org 

 

 

mailto:newsdesk@maf-uk.org
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Thy Kingdom Come 2019 

 
Thy Kingdom Come is a prayer initiative led by the Church of England for 
evangelisation. It will be held between Ascension and Pentecost, which 

is Thursday 30th May to Sunday 9th June 2019. 
 
2019 is the 4th year in which it has been held and it continues to grow, 
especially in its ecumenical reach of different churches and 
denominations involved. In particular both the Methodist and Roman 
Catholic churches have a more formal part to play with some of their 
own dedicated resources and videos being produced for their national 
networks. Many other member churches of Churches Together in 

England have a national 'Champion' who has been appointed to facilitate 
communication, advice, resources and networking within their 
denomination along the lines of the advice from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury 'pray in your own way'. 
 
The theme and logo Thy Kingdom Come is now established in many parts 
of the world as world networks of churches and denominations in 85 
countries are praying at the same time, using the Lords Prayer with the 
intention of evangelisation. Resources are being produced in many 

different languages. A key theme for individual Christians 
who #pledgetopray (Twitter thread) is 'Pray for Five'. Christians are 
praying for five people they know that at least one might become a 
follower of Jesus. Thy Kingdom Come is not prescriptive as to how that 

might happen and individual churches and groups of churches are 
encouraged to pray for their own ways of outreach.  

https://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/234690/Home/About/Membership_of_CTE/Member_Churches_of/Member_Churches_of.aspx
https://twitter.com/hashtag/pledgetopray?lang=en
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QN Questionnaire 

I have been editor of St Mary’s Quarterly News now for as long as I can 

remember, and I know it existed in a similar format before that. I 

definitely had very young children at the time I started and was none too 

pleased with my husband for suggesting me for this position when I had 

a family to deal with a very demanding job! However, I have actually 

found this task a very rewarding and enjoyable one. The purpose of the 

QN is, as the front page says, to keep you informed. The QN helps the 

congregation to know what is going on in our church - such as the state 

of the church finances - promotes healthy debates on current topics, and 

hopefully, also, entertains you. As a church, we would like to find out 

how useful you, the congregation, find the QN, and if you actually read 

it! Printing each colour page costs us 4p and each black and white page 

0.4p. With many issues being over 40 pages long, you can imagine how 

much this magazine if costing the church. This questionnaire will help us 

to decide on the future of the QN and how we might adapt any 

forthcoming issues. 

Please complete the questionnaire below and return to the box at the 

back of the church by Sunday 30th June. 

1. How often do you take a QN magazine from church? (Please tick 

the most relevant answer) 

Every time it is published          ☐ 

Every now and again, if I notice it     ☐ 

Rarely              ☐ 

 

 

 



19 
 

2. How much of the QN do you actually read? 

All of it        ☐ 

Most of it       ☐ 

Just a few pages that interest me    ☐ 

 

3. Which articles/items in the QN do you particularly enjoy / find 

useful? (Tick two) 

Articles and advertisements which help me to know what is 

going on       ☐ 

People’s reflections, thoughts and ideas, such as the ‘Letter 

from the Vicarage’                   ☐         

Poems and prayers      ☐     

Articles about recent events and the history of the church ☐ 

Humour and the Children’s Pages             ☐        

 

4. Do you prefer the QN to be in colour? 

Prefer it in colour - wouldn’t attract my interest otherwise ☐         

Would be happy with black and white if this meant it could 

continue       ☐ 

Don’t mind either way          ☐       

 

5. Would you read the QN if it was only available online? 

I would still read it but would prefer a paper copy  ☐    

I will only read it in a paper copy    ☐ 

I would prefer to read it online    ☐         
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6. Would you be willing to pay a small fee, say 50p, for your copy 

of the QN each quarter? 

Yes, definitely       ☐ 

No. If there was a cost I would read it online instead ☐         

I would not be willing to pay and would not access online ☐                                          

Any other comments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any other suggestion/ideas for the QN, please 
contact the editor, Eve Griffiths at evegriffiths41@gmail.com 

mailto:evegriffiths41@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events / Dates for your Diary 

Event Date(s) Where Contact / Details 
Thy Kingdom 
Come 

30th May – 
9th June 

St Marys See flyer. Morning prayer and 
evening compline every 
weekday; prayer tent; prayer 
walks, etc 

Compline Sunday 2nd 
June 
6.30pm 

St. Mary’s A quiet service to end the day 

Auction of 
Promises 

Saturday 8th 
June 7pm 

St Mary’s office@stmaryshadlow.org.uk 

Thy Kingdom 
Come mega-
picnic 

Sat 8th June 
until 3pm 

St Mary’s Rochester Cathedral. Bring a 
picnic and enjoy activities and 
displays 

Messy 
Church 

Sun 9th June 
3.30-
5.30pm 

St Mary’s All age craft, activities and 
games to explore the theme 
of Pentecost, followed by 
informal worship and tea 

Sunday 
Funday 

Sun 14th July Tonbridge 
Angels’ 
Longmead 
Stadium 

Rides, attractions, live 
performances, dog show, fete 
stalls, pony rides and 
more….all free and provided 
by Tonbridge Area Churches 
Together. Food to buy. 

Wednesday 
Study Group 

Wednesday 
26th June 
7.45pm 

St Mary’s Carol Wickham 

Civic Service Sun 30th 
June 

St Mary’s To welcome our Borough 
Councillor, Jill Anderson, as 
Mayor of Tonbridge. No 
Eucharist at this service. 

 

Weekly / Monthly Events / Church Services 
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Holy Communion Sundays 8am 

Morning Prayer Mon, Tues, Thur 9am 

Holy Communion Wednesdays 9.30am 

Parish Eucharist Sundays 10am 
St Mary’s Sunday Clubs for 
children 

Term time during 10am 
main service 

Vicar’s Surgery Most Thursdays 

Coffee Pots and Tiny Tots Wednesdays 10.30am  - 
12pm 

Who Let the Dads Out? Second Sat of the month 10-
11.30 in church for dads and 
their under six year olds. Hot 
drink and bacon roll for the 
dads, toys and craft for the 
kids. 

Beacon Service Every other month in church 
on the 3rd Sunday at 5.30pm. 
A service for young people 
of secondary school age. 
Activities, tea and worship. 

Saturday Coffee Third Saturday of every 
month 10am-12pm St 
Mary’s Upper Room 

Café Plus Meets every second Wed 
(June 5th & 19th). Coffee/tea, 
cake, knitting and craft. 

Friends Together Second Monday of every 
month 12.45pm (For those 
who have been bereaved. 
Two course lunch provided.) 
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All articles published in this Quarterly Newsletter represent the personal 

views of the author and are not to be taken as the official position of St 

Mary's Church or the Church of England.  If you disagree with anything 

printed in these pages please write your own letter or article in response 

setting out why you disagree.  The Church encompasses a wide range 

of views on many issues and we would be more than happy to see a 

healthy debate on those issues flourish in this publication. 

 

 

 

 

 


